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Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each. 

 

Q1. Why is Mrs Pumphrey worried about Tricki? 

Answer: Mrs Pumphrey is worried about Tricki because he is unwell. He has refused to eat food 

and had bouts of vomiting. She feels that he is suffering from a serious health issue such as 

malnutrition. 

 

Q2. What does she do to help him? Is she wise in this? 

Answer: Mrs Pumphrey starts giving him extra snacks like malt, cod-liver oil and Horlicks, apart 

from his main meals, to improve his condition. She also continues to satisfy his sweet tooth with 

cream cakes and chocolates. She does not give him any exercise, considering his listlessness as 

well. She is not wise in doing so because overfeeding Tricki is worsening his conditions instead of 

improving it. It has made him very fat and lazy. 

 

Q3. How does he treat the dog? 

Answer: James Herriot treats Tricki just like he would treat an overweight and lazy dog, which 

Tricki is. He cuts down his food intake and keeps him under strict observation for the initial days at 

hospital. He gradually increases Tricki’s food and sets him free for physical activities to improve 

his health. 

 

Q4. Why is he tempted to keep Tricki on as a permanent guest? 

Answer: Mr Herriot is tempted to keep Tricki on as a permanent guest because of the good food and 

wine he is enjoying in Tricki’s name. He does not want to lose the luxurious inflow of fresh eggs, 

wine and brandy. 

 

Q5. Why does Mrs Pumphrey think the dog’s recovery is ‘a triumph of surgery’? 

Answer: Mrs Pumphrey thinks that Tricki’s recovery is a triumph of surgery because his illness was 

very serious. She was of the opinion that there were very few chances of Tricki to improve and he 

needed immediate medical attention. Thus, his revival without any medicinal treatment was a great 

achievement, according to her. 

Answer the following question in 100-120 words. 

Q1. Excess of everything is bad. Comment in the wake of Mrs Pumphrey’s love for Tricki. 

 



Answer: Mrs Pumphrey was a rich woman who loved her dog very much. She loved to live a 

comfortable and lavish life and also wanted her dog to spend a similar one. She had maintained a 

wardrobe full of fancy fur coats, dresses, beds etc for Tricki. Apart from this, she used to overfeed 

Tricki out of her love and concern. She used to serve him cod-liver oil and malt between the main 

meals and Horlicks after dinner to give him strength. She never realised that Tricki was a greedy 

dog and this would spoil his health. She could not even refuse to answer Tricki drooling for cream 

cakes and chocolates. Her overfeeding worsened Tricki’s condition. This made the dog lazy, 

inactive and obese. He used to lie on his rug and pant all day long. Mrs Pumphrey fed him 

excessively, spoiling Tricki’s health to such an extent that he had to be hospitalised. Even in the 

hospital she continued to convey Tricki her love through eggs, wine and brandy. Her fondness and 

care for Tricki proved that excess of everything made him fall sick. 

Q 2. Pen down incidences in support of values one should inculcate from Mr James Herriot. 

Answer: Mr Herriot was a capable veterinary surgeon who treated Tricki. He was a very 

compassionate doctor and a wise and sympathetic human being. He showed his capabilities almost 

immediately when he advised Mrs Pumphrey to put Tricki on a strict diet after understanding his 

symptoms. He can also be said to be an understanding and tactful person as he knew exactly how to 

free Tricki from the spoiling love of Mrs Pumphrey for his betterment. He does not operate upon 

the poor dog unnecessarily and adopts a practical approach to treat him. Mr James was a caring and 

polite individual as he successfully allays Mrs Pumphrey’s anxiety about Tricki’s recovery 

patiently. He was in all a good human being and a successful professional. 

 

 

 

 


